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WAINE REPORT ON MONDAY

PROBABPLY TO RE BENT IO CON-

HRESSE ON THAT DAY,

1% Wil Arrive ln Washingion Te-Morrew and
Be Cosstaersd in  Ihn Cabinet Mesting
on Pridar—Efforta te Get It Commit-
ted Witheut Pebaia in NHoth Memsee—
A Nimple Letter of Trawamitial Withent
Mreommondatisns—The Presideni Wet Wet
Ressived to Mar ns Cuban Indepondence
~Conawine Meparin on Cnba May Ge In
soon--MeMinles's Fear of 8 Jinge Onibreak

wasiivoron, March 22-Congrosa and the
publie will not recelve officially the report of the
Naval Board of Inquiry nppointed to investizate
the eauso of the oxplosion that wrecked the
battleship Maine before Monday next, and
possibly not for a day or two later. Thin
ptatement was authorized by Becretary Long st
tho close of the Cabinet meeting to-day. Tho
repuort will be brought to Washington on Thurs-
duy ovening by Licutenant-Commauder Marix,
Judge Advoeate of the courl, and may be handed
to Secrotary Loog that nieht, It will be dis-
cussad at the regular semb-weekly Cabinet mect-
ing on Friday, and, aa it I8 vory voluminous,
will bo held until Monday or Tuesday by the
Prealdont that it may be digested thoroughly.

I'he Prosident bas determined finally, it is
gadd by thosp who talked with him to-duy, to
pend the entire report to Congress, accom-
panfed by » simplo letter of transmittal,
It the present programme can bo carried ont,

the report” will be referred to the com-
mirtce In  both the Senato and the
Houss, nnd & day or two Iater the

Prealtont will send to OCongross a message on
the general Cuban queation In which ho will
sunonnces his plans for ending the war and mak-
inig Coba freo.

The Repibllean Senators who are opposed to
a doclarntion of war by Oongress, and opposed
to armed intervention by the United States,
and opposed to any obner plan that would
make the United Biates the ngyressor against
Spuin, are the ones who have pressed upon
the Presldent nlmost to the polnt of surcess the
plan of recognising the Independence of Cuba,
This, they say, would not necessarily result in
war, and It would be In every way » safer
and a wiser course to follow than any
other that has been proposed. This senti-
ment 1w represented by Mr, Hanna in
thy Sonnte, but it has been pointed out to the
FPresldent by Senators, Cablngt members, and
othors who have given careful consideration
to the subject that there is tully loss
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whoty the Pnnldont has boen [n oonsultsa:
tlon, but after w very careful coanvass
of the sltuntion It ‘was (the convonsus
among thoss who took part in the conference
that the programme of recelving the report of
tha Board of Inquiry without debate and with:
ont netlon, axcept Its reference to a committes,
would be followed out.

One malter that was talked over hiad not been
consldored before. This was the point of whe
ther the report should be sent to the Committeo
on Forelen Relatlons or to the Cowmities on
Naval Affalrs. The latter committee has al
roady been Instruoted (o maxe an (nvestl
gatlon of the oauses that resulted In the
destruotion of the Maine, and It is held by som e
Senators that the reportof the Naval Board
should go there Instead of to the Committes on
Forelgn Rolations, where It has beon genorally
understood it would go. Senator Fale of Malne
is Chairman of the Commities on Naval Affalirs,
however, and his course with regard to the
“Ouban questlon has besn auch that thers
may be opposition to glving him con
trol of the report. The Saepator has,
woreover, surprised his ocolleagues vory
much by the aunouncement to-day of hia
opinlon that war Is cortain and imminent, and
they say that this statement, coniing just at
this time, has done miuch to increase the genoral
feeling thal war Is luevitable und that Congross
might just ss well take s hand in it now as Iater,

Benator Davis of Minnesota, Chairman of the
Cammittee on Forelgn Helations, s known to be
in favor of armed Intervention, It ls probable
that the report will go to his committes, nal-
though thia has not yet been declded. It was
the understanding at tho conference lo-day
that unless the sundry clvil appropria
tion bill shall bo completed to-day or Lo-morrow,
which doos not now seem lkely, adjournment
will be taken at the closs of Thursdny's seasion
until Monday, Benator Galllnger, who lins
just  returned from Cuba, will make to-
morrow & statement of the aitnatlon there
nas ho saw i, and he will Dbe fols
lowed on Thursday by a llke statement
from his tellow traveller, Benator Thurston of
Nobraska. Thelr thunder haa been fo stccess-
fully stolen, however, by the arafty Mr. Proctor
of Vermont that thelr remarks are not lkely to
attract great attentlon or create much interest
In Cangress.

The contomplated programins of the Preal-
dent for disposing of the Bourd of Inguiry
report when it is sent to Congress Is of course
based altogether upon the Idea that the bonrd
will state that they find no reasous to bollove
Spain to be responsible for the explosion, Should
the roport contain the Intimstion, howeover,
that Spain Is guilty In any degree of theerlme
of blowing up the ship, there would be no
further opportunity for tha Presldont to
an bis Cuban policy of make o roc

reason  for recogoining  the ind
than for taking ooy of Lthe o%h:.r steps
proposed. They say that the one fact
thut there Is no tapgible Cuban Government In
existence would In ftself make the recognition
of independence indefenuible, and that it would
complicate the question In many ways.

1t wassnid by & member of the Cabinst to-
nigot that theso arguments had apparently had
their ¢ffect and that the President had prac-
tically determined to abandon the plan of
recognizing Cuban independence, which was so

favorably eonsldered yesterday., Thore Is
an alternative plan under consideration,
which it ls sald te-nlght on  high

authority has the Presldent's approvol. This
plan  contemplates the sending of a mess
age to Congress recommonding an  appro-
printion for the purpose of feodlng and
clothing and otherwise c_urln' for the starving
citizene af Caba apd conlaining the Informntion
thnt the Presldent has informed Spain In so
many worida that the rellef will be =ent lo such
manner as tho United States sees 11t to adopt,
and that it is the purpode of the President and
his Cabinet to stop the barbarities of the Cubnan
war at whatever cost. The message will recall
to Spain the warning contalned In his message
to Congress of last December and make the an-
rounvement that what was Lhreatened thon s
to be a fact now,

With this message will bo submitted the
Consular reports so long held by the State De-
partjuent. OFf courso it is possibie that there
may be no opportunity for the promulgation of
this apcision or the sonding of o second mossnge
to Congress, because that body mnay refuso o
disposo of the report of tho Board of Inquiry in
the way desired by tho President and hile ad-
visers in the Senate and MHouse.

The Preallent, indoed, is very fonrful that it
may not, and the purpose of sll the (mportant
conferences Lo-dny was to determine, if possible,
whether the radioal Cuban element ean be por-
susded to trust the Adminletration a little
longer, or whether there will be an ontbreak

of inflammatory wpeoches - nfter the re
port is  mubmitted that will end in a
declaration of war and scatter to the

winds the rep.ort of the Maine Board of Inquiry,

_ tho President's suppl tal Cuban policy, and
ull other quastions, excopt that of voting money
for the prosecution of a war ngainst Spaln. The
Presldent s hoveful of avolding war, but he
thinks that the situntion to-night s extromely
grave and that the greatest danger lies at
present in the possibility of what Congreoss may
do,

More than one Senator and more than one
Hoepresentative bas in his pocket now s resoly-
lutlon declarivg war, and It Is feared that If
they. ars introduced when the report of the
Bohrd of Inqulry i submitted there willbe a
burst of speechwnking that it will ba iuipos-
aible to contro). The rules of the Eenate
and House wrovide that mesanges from the
Trealdent shall be reforred to the appropriste
continittees, wud so far an tho House of Repre-
sentatives s concerned thero Is no  serl
Oue reason to foar that the rules will be Ig-
nored, Hpeaker Heed will be In the chalr,
and he bas sireudy given the President the
nesurance that so far as his power goos regular
procedure will be forced sirietly and fmpar
tally, and that the message will be referred Lo
the committeo without debate, Under the
rules of the House it s lwpossible for
& wewber to talk upon n guestion that
I8 not dobatablo, and it {s hardly probable that
any mian on clther side, bowever strong o friend
of Uiba bo may be, will attempt to override Lhe
rules In arder to mako ngpeech. In the Seaate,
as ls well Known, the rules are more honored In
the breach than the obssryance. That is what
they are for, and this is where the danger Ues,

The President fully realiges the uncertainty
of procesdings 1o the Benate, and ho therefors
continued his conferenoes with tho londers Lo-
day, Hesent for Gorman, Geay, and Morgnn,
aud other lufluentinl Democrats, and appealed
o thetmt to assint lo the work of croating
& doutlvent among the Buepstors of both
Partles nnd of all factions that will wake it pos-
slble to Keep dn the ba kground the enthusissm
In behalf of the Cubau cause untll the report of
the Hoard of Inquiry In dlsposed of nnd ma op-
portunity given to inform Spaln of the deter
l._lllillnllull of the Prosldent and to recelve that
Uavernment's reply.

The Preaident feels that it isall important
oW to koop soparite the questions growing out
of the destruction of tho Msine and the policy
of tho Administration in regard to the genersl
Viiban sltustion, This afterncon two prolonged
tonferencos wore Lold al the Senate, onho
i e oMee of the Viee-President and tho other
in the roum of Seeustor Alarich, Chalrmun of tho
Committen on [ules, Thess conforcnces were

Wlendod by the Joading Hepublican Sen-
Slurs whu are enllsted in the eaise of
piovouting  an patbresk  of Cuban  pa-
iullsm dn the Sensle  In advance of

Hio submisuion of the Presidest's programme.
Banntois lisoun, Aldrich, Platt of Connecticul,
Hipuner, and others were presont. The socond
confercive lnsted uptll aftor 7 o'slock. It le pot
£hown direetly whal sssurancves wore given
57 Mro Morges snd okher Demoorsls with
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omrpnndnunn to Congress.  Resolutions would
be offered in both houses and spacches mnds
that could only result ina declaratlon of war,
It iaenfe to assume, therelore, that, whether
the intimation has come to them officlnlly or
oithorwise, the Presldent and his Cgbinet know,
in » general way st least, the nature of the find-
ings of the noval court.

Thore is no doubt that a large majority of
both houses of Coogross think that war Is
bound to result whatever the report of
the Naval Board may be, and this fecling
is growing so fast, backed up as it aopeara
to be by the sentlment of the people, thut
oven thoso public mwen who are the least in
sympathy with the purvoses of the Admiaistra-
tion to Intervene in bebalf of Cuba wre giving
volos to it. It was the knowloedge of this war-
like desire that caused Senutor Maie, the most
pronoumeed anti-Cuban man in Con lo bay
that war /s inevitable. This is no new sentl-
ment of his, howoever. He has felt for werks
and months that war would be brought about
by what he regards as the “iingo™ spirit in
Coogress. He predictod near!iy n year ngo, when
the Benate passed the resolution of belligerency,
thnt it would bring the quesiion to the point it
his now reachied, and he thinks that the Prosi-
dont nn woll ns Congross has been forced into
acting by the overwhslming sentiment of tho
American people.

THE MAINE BEPORT COMING,

Lloutenaut-Commnuadeor Marix Is Frioging tho
Document Norih.

Ky Wesr, March 22--Lientenant-Com-
mander Marix, Judge-Advocate of the Maine
Board of Inquiry, sniled on the stenmer Key
Weat for Miaml, ¢n route to Washington, at
4:30 o'clock this afternocn, earrying the roport
of the bonrd.

The Judge-Advoente should remch Jonckson-
villg late to-morrow afternoon and Washington
some time on Thuraday.

The report of the bourd was kept on the erulser
Nashvilleall lnst night, while Julge Advocate
Marix remained at the Key West Hotel, This
morning the report wes brought oa shore again,
and at 9:45 A, M. it was in the care of n Ser-
goant of marines at the hotel,

Admiral Sieard and Judge-Advoeate Marix
were apparently awalting the arrvival of other
members of the board for a consultation,

Lieuta. Hood and Jungen, Cadels Bronson and
Bord, Passed Asalstant Engioeer Bowoers, Aralst-
ant Englneer Morris, and Carpenter Helumis
went north in the same steamer, Gunner Hill
In expected to follow in & day or two,

Admliral Sleard, for the Arst time, expressed
an opinion last night. He said of Lhe disaster:
“It {s the most remarkable occurrenco In the
history of the world,”

There would be nothing remarkable in explod-
ink o torpedo under a ship, but if the ship were
wrecked by an unusual nceldent, or if the board
had been wholly unable to learn any reasonablo
explanation for the explosion, that would make
it remarkable,

FOR AN AUXILIARY NAVAL FOROE.

Coungress (o lie Askied to Pravide by Meaus of
a Foink Resolution,

Wwasninaron, March 22.—Congress will be
sakod by the Navy Departmaont to adopt s joint
resolution, already prepared, providing for the
enrollment and orgunization of the Unlted
States suxillary naval foree for cossl de-
fence, Thoe passage of the resolution will be
nrged by Becrotary Long and Asalatant
Bocrelary Roosevelt, who bellove L s
neccasary thoat such swn organization  shall Lo
porfected In order that the Government may
have properly tralned and well-disciplined men
for tho second line of defence lo be used in con-
junction with the navel militla. Its objeul (s
to enable tho Navy Departmont o mob-
Mlige with  the lesst possible doluy a
foroe to act as the second line of woefunce
in protecting the ocoustwise ocitles, where
ynchie, tugs and other harbor craft might ho
emploved. All coast defence auxilinry vesacls
under the plan are placed under control of the
navy, and mon are tubo employed also In provids
{ng feld mines and for the proteotion of stratogie
puinis tho defenow of whioh 18 not contewplated
by the War Departwent, This force (s to
be under naval officers and the chiel puwer to
be placed with an oflicer 10 be designaled chief
of the auxillary naval force, The powers of
enlistment and appolitment giveu 1o lilm are Lo
bo indo as broad as pussible o arder that thure
rmay ba little aplny in moetillization. The whols
force would gooutef service when o war was
avar,

Although the plan provides only for weafuring
men under Governmant control snd for the na-
vol militls, lwmmediate sorviecs would bo re
quired of the revenue marine lfe saving wer:
vice, llghthouse wservice, und coast wur-
voy. Tho Intentlon of the plan (s o leave
ahips, ofMours, and woen of the regular
porvioe, and such voluntesrs e Lhe tlulmrmnmu

chiuse o nssoclato with thow, free of ur resslye

moavements, including the trat Hoe of delonoe,

nndd he fuct elear that although lha

new Ifrgwul under contral of the navy It Is
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WORKING DAY AND NIGHT.

NU CFSSATION OF THE PREFPARA-
FIONA FOR WAR

*n!t and War Bopariment OMsiala Réxin te
Enow (hs Effect of Thelr Tirsloes Knersy
in Puttipg the Country in Bhapd 1o Fight—
Fossibilitien of Torpede WHoal Purchass
and  Cassiructen—Ons Day's Pregresa

WasmisoTox, March 22.—The hard work of
the lnst three weeks is boginnlng to tell onshose
army and navy ofloers who are actively en-
waged in emergency preparstions, To-day there
wis no cesdition in the soulvily, Secretary
Lotyg and Sceretary Alger, beaides attonding
the Cabinel meeting, bald Important coti-
feronoes and disposed of a great deal of
the busluess relating to the efforts 1o
place the country on a war footing. Assistant
Hecretlary Roosevelt went before the Banale
Naval Committes to explain the Navy Depart-
ment's polley In regard to dry docks, and on his
return (o Lis office did a pile of work. Mr.
Roosevelt's able constitution Is beginning te
feel the offects of tho oconstant nervous and
phyalceal tongion, and, llke other active oflicers
of the Govornment, ho showed aigns to-day of
the strain to which be lins been subjocted,

Half the things that are belng dono by the two
military services have not been made known
to tho publlic through the newspapars,
The most signiilennt dolngs are  belng
carefully concealed. Slnoe Secretary Long
Ipsned his order probibiting officers from
giving ont Informntion about wsr proparations
thero has boen comparatively Httle of sroat im-
portance it the line of military and naval ar
rangements publishod in the press. Defore the
order wan issned, howerver, the msin prepara-
tlons woro made, nnd most of these were noted
In newspapers which follow army snd navy
aftairs closely,

Tho Naval War Board, consisting of Assistant
Sceratary Hoosevelt, Capt. Crowninsbleld, and
Commandor Clover, hold a meoting this after-
noon to conslder strategle and other questions.
Thin board Is handling the correspondence
relnting to the purchase of ships. It Is
wrging on the naval aitachds of the
United States abroad the necessity of mecuring
some torpedohont destroyers, but hns recelvod
no enconraging responaes.  Infact thoro Is little
likelthood thut craft of that charncter ean be
obtalned and the Government will probably
have to begin the construction of a number of
them at oove., Consultations on the subjoct
have taken place botween the War Board and
members of shipbullding flrms.  Lewls Nixon,
the noval architoct and shipbnilder of Kliza-
bothport, N, J,, has boan hero sevornl doye In
conference with Mr. Itoosevelt and his col-
losgues. Edward Crump, junior partner of the
fumouns shiptmilding firm, and his attorney, Gen.
J. K. McCammon, had a long talk with Mr.
Rooscvelt this aftornoon,

The War Nonrd has ascertnined that torpedo
bout desiroyers ennnot be bullt In less than six
montha, Instead of four, as at Ot believed.
Ordinary torpedo boats can bo constructed in
nhout tl:w-t months. According (o estimolens
wooured by the War Hoard 100 torpedo eraft
oan bo conetructed simultanconsly at tho
shipyards of the United States without inter-
feronce with other naval work., Contracts for

| waveral destroyers will probably bo awnrded

|

very goon {n necordnnce with the wide nuthority
given the President in the Ewergency Appro-
printion hill. Oommodore W, 5. Bchley was in
gonsultation with the War Boasd this aflernoon.

Additlonal propositions have been submitted
to the War Bonrd for the construction of fast
torpedn bonts nnd torpedo-boat destroyers in
1arize numbers and in comparatively short time,
A theso types of vossels are the only ones that
conuld be comple‘ed quickly, the otficials bave
not considored the question of buildlng lurger
eraft, and may yot conclude to nsk for the
eonstruction of a number of fast torpedo honts
tor delivery within nineiy dura. Several firmn
hinve agread to undertnke the work. They have
promised te have ready for Government use
from twenty-flve to iifty of the highest spred
boits in Tesa than threo months, nnid some small
ones in two months from date of coutract. At
lenst ns many more can bo buflt st other ship-
rarda,

The Gias Englne nnd Power Company of Mor-
rls Dock, New York, now bullding a fast hoat
for the navy, made an offer to-day to build the
floctest torpedo bonats yet designed for
the navy, and Is willing to undertake the delly-
ery of the craft In a short time. The design
calls for a bout of 9,000 horse power, s speed of
thirty-five knots nu bour, and & displacement of
495 tons, to be armed with several 8-pounders
ani three torpedo tubaes, With 9,000 harse power
this yessel would hase engines mare powerful
thnn wost of the crulser type of ship, and s
speed of thirty-five koots would render it the
tastest boat of any class in Amorlcan waters,
Thoe offer hns been conaldered tempting and
may be accepted, althongh it would take longer
to build the boat than the Government wishes
to walit for her,

Lowls Nixon has ogain pressnted a proposition
for bullding fast torpedo boatw. He seyn this I
the only type the navy will contract for out of
the emergency fund, and It Is expected several
will be ordored In the United States whon it be-
comes evident that none can be secured in Ku-
rope,

The ofMcors atiached to the offices of naval
Intelligence nnd military Information are work-
Ing night nnd day prepsring plaos and all data
of value for the use of tho land and xea foroes of
the United States. Commander Clovar, chief’of
the navy branch, and his assistants are working
double time, They are soldom through tholr
dally work befora 11 o'clock In the evening.
Mujor Wagnoor, the chief of the military divis
slon, with the officers and clerks in his charge,
ix hardly less busy,

To-duy coples of a standard work in regard
to the navies ol the world were sont by
the Naval Iutelligeuce OMee to wll bureau
¢hlofa of the Nury Department and to com-
manders of vessols, Fholographs and de-
soriptions  of the vessols compoeing the
Spunish torpedo boat flotdlla have been received
rovently, Deeoriptions of evory vessel in the
Spanish scrvice are In tho posscesion of the of-
flee, Major Wagner hus  propared maps of
Cuba, Porto lktleo, snd the Phillppines, and
warked out the routes available for o military
fores on ench, Full reports regardiog the num-
ber of Spanish and Insurgent troops in Cuba,
tho conditlon of tho Spunish Army, and every-
thing of vulue abtaluable are on flle iu the mili-
tary information branch,

HSome of the preparations wade to-day weroe
the devision to place a strong military garrldon
al the Dry Tortugay, the shipment of coal to
Key West, the appelutwent of o board of nnval
officers Lo pecure recrults for the navy at ports

on  the great lakes, snd  the removal
of blg guns for coast fortiflcations re-
cently tested st Handy Hook from that

wace to Watervliet Arsenal. Ten thousand
tons of conl seourel 1n Balthuore will be shipped
1o Key West immediately, In aceordance with
wurders served toduy, This coal Is for the use of

| the Nurth Atlentle sguadreon,

The recrulting busrd will visit St Paul, Du-
Iith, Milwaukee, and Chleago, Murgean Mo-
Clunz, the only offlcer connected with it in
Woashilugton, will leave bere W-marrew for the
Waont, His vollosgues will ba an enginver
officer and o hydrograpble offiesr at Dujuth
ur Chicago, Little success has attended the
effarks of Lhe navy oilicials Lo make enlistnients
at Iaku ports, Ho far, only tweniy-five wmen
have been receulbed from sinong the men who
work on lake yossels,

The battleship Mussachusetts loft Koy West
this moraine for Hamplon Roads, whero she
will fBnd the Texns and the Hrooklyn, 1t Iy ex:
peoted that before the snd of thy weok thw

Colomb¥ia and Minneapolls will leave League
Ialand for Hampton Roads to become part af Lhe
pocond division pf the North Atlantio squadron,
Other vessols will be added to this fores from
time to time,

18 SBIUARD TO RE RELIEYED?Y

A Meflical Nonrd of Burvey Bent (o6 Hrimmins
Mim.

Wasnixorow, March 24— Capt. A, B. Darker,
special assiatant in the offjce of the Bscrstary
of the Navy, returncd 1o Washington to-dsy
from his mystorioun mission to Key West, Capt.
Barkor's visit to Admiral Sicard had nothing to
do with the repart of the Maine Oourtof Ingulry.
He did not bring any message about phe court’s
findinge. His business was twolold, He was sent
to examina the defences nt Hey Weal, with a
view to rocommending changes to make that
important station more formidable, and also to
oconsult with Admiral Eleard about the cendl-
tion of the latter's homnlth.

The directions to Capt. Barker to talk with
Admirel Sicard on that mbject and to report
the result toths departmentl were given as a re-
sult of Information sent hers that the Cotm-
masderinChief of tho North Atlantio Squad.
ron was in exceodingly voor condition phyni-
cally, and would need a chauge of olimate to re-
store him to health., There was reason to be-
lieve that Admiral Bloard was doterred from
saking tho Navy Department to reliave him from
command on nccount of the faar that such a re-
guoat tmight bo ronatrued by unthinking persons
na o reflootion on his conrage. For the name
reason the Navy Department folt a disincllna-
tion Lo displace the iral

The Prealdent, Beoratary Long, and the naval
administration genefkily, huve the highestre-
word for Admiral Sicard and a thorough confi-
dence in his cournge 8nd ability, and If he bad
nskod for rolief thers would not have been the
alightest question as to tho honesty of his mo-
tives. Fnt it was reallzed that the Admiral's
disinclination to apply for leave was due to
natural motives, and in order to savo ombar-
rassment to that officor and the dopartment, it
wiis determinad to send Capt. Barker to ascer-
tain directly from the Admiral what his phys-
lenl condition wan,

Hoveral weoks ago Admiral Sleard contracted
mnlarial fever, and a board of medleal officers
rocomimonded to the Navy Department that two
woeky' loave bo gronted him in which to re-
cuperate, The recammendation was granted
promptly, and the Admiral want to Tampa for
rost and trentment. He was absont n few days
only, however, Returning to Key West with-
out notice, he Informed the Nary Dopariment
that bo bad decided not to avall himweelf of the
permission granted, and resumod command of
the squadron, relieving Capk Sampsan, com-
mander of the Jowa, and subsequently Presi-
dent of the Maino Court of Inguiry, of that duty.

Sinco then there have been wvarlous reports
that Admiral Sleard was in very poor hoalth.
Thoso reached the Navy Department in a way
that made them worthy of credence, but the
department hesltated aboul doing anything to
disturb the Admiral uuless on his own re-
quest. Finally n suggestion was adopted
that Capt. Barker take ndrvantage of bis
viaita South to see Admiral Bicard and
crplain to him thnt the department did
not want him, through a strained sense of honor
to his eountry, to further imperi! his bealth by
remaining In an enervating cllimate. On the
basis of Informntion from Capl. Barker a medl-
eal board, composed of surgoons of the North
Atlantie =quadron, was appoiated to examine
Admiral Sicard. The board's report had not
been recclved thls eyening, It ls belleved In
naval clriles tiat o Yowitf be graited to
the Admliral,

Thers has been no serions conslderation given
to the appelntnient of a sucressor to Admliral
Sleard as commander {n chlef of the bigsquad-
ron, but the names of saveral oMcers have beon
suggested, Sontiment In spveral Influentinl
quarters of the Navy Dapartment s in favor of
the selootion of Capt, Sampson, who, if Admiral
Steard should bo rotired, wonld attaln fing rank.
But considerable embarrassment might follow
Capt, Sampson's detall as the commanding ofM-
cor of the sgundron If the present intention Lo
appoint a Commodore to command the Hamp-
ton Hoads division Is carrted out.

The steategie plan arranged {n rogard to the
movements of the divislons contemplatos Lthelr
cobperntion, and In the event of a joint move-
ment of both formations, Oapt, Sampsan wonld
be obliged to surrender snpreme authority to the
A oftlcer of the second divislon, This does not
harmonize with the plans ot the naval anthori-
ties, who dealre the commanding offlecr of the
Key West divislon todiredt the operations af the
twoerauadrons in an enga ent, Just who will
bo the commander of the Hampton Hoads con-
tingont baa not been determined. Commodores
Schley and Howell ore most prominently men-
tioned. Rear Admiral Bunes, the commandant
of the Brooklyn Navy Yard, who organized the
presont North Atlantie squadron has boen sug-
woated as the successor of Admiral Slcard, No
aotion in the matter will be taken until the ro-
port of the medical board engaged In examining
into Admiral Sicard’s physical condition has
bean passed.

ARMING

THE MAYFLOWER.

Fonunis for Wer S-Inch Rifics in Poslilon—Tho
Delphin to Be Hendy Sniurdny.

The work of transforming the Mayflower
from a yacht into s ship of war was begun in
oarnest yosterday ot ths navy yard, Mounta
for two five-inch riflas wers put In position,
and the mounts for the twelve-pound guns and
the two torpedo tubes were selooted. The
twelve-pounders will be mounted on the broad-
side, the torpedo inbes will be placed at the
bow, whilo one of the five-lneh rifles will be
mounted un the forecastle and the other on the
poop deck. A balt of Harveyized steal seven:
elghths of an inch thick will be placed around
the hmll, and will extend from the load-water
line to within o few Inches of the deck, The
riftos to be mounted are now at the yard. The
torpedo tubes have been ordered from Now-
port, Tho estimated cost of the alterations iy
sbout $25,000. afd It 15 expectod that the May-
flower can be made ready for servico In three
weelks,

A draft of 116 men for the crows of the cruis-
ers Columbla and Minneupolis has been made

the recelving ship Vermont, Th
b': seiit 1o (he L-.»uiuun fuland \aw,- Y ""{2.};‘“
Among them w two peity m"
thirty sble saninen: the othord will be ap
ticon. biu! lﬂ“llllﬂl.\l ta on pyerm
1 crew o o Lolphin n shout forty a
r.r:itilm tfrltlli b:ﬁql"ml‘:ra tgfn h““'l'liln :m‘;r‘
t @ ! or
g X H‘:luﬂh ‘u%. uin

mm
he \’erannu; only

wmaunted. Un y C umner
ot:mo yard, will turn tim ?allr in over to 3
mnndu Lyon, whose | bo holsted, and
phe will lnl.nlromml?ni Im. e

Thera In mueh nlm.u Atlon &b the nav,
ns to who will be soleoted to mumlal{d’t
Mayflower. A lll-lltlbll' offioe luu
nmntlugnatl apdd opne of thom :ml

*I'hero's not one of us who wm dn't l jm
had sirnck him alld ihup . 'I'r.nu .ouﬂ
It lun't every dny that one can got such s
splendld el to oannnand

Hurrying Up the Moles nnd Plunger.

Baveons, March 22.—~Work on the United
Btates torpedo boats McKee and Plunger 1s
going on day and pight st the Columbian Tron
Works, It Ia oxnailod give the Plungs
dock trial this wed The lighthouro teujor
Holly, which has been langthened, and tho new
ninely-foot steel tug bulla nt sl the lron works
aro also belug rap \9‘.’ pushed to complotion, e

they would prove of value to the Governme:
In r"nln of war as despatch boats or te ndorm
Btoam hns heen gotten up In the Planger, an
Ihlﬁ'ﬂ] aro great oxpectations as to what ghe
Wil an,

Fariifslog Fori Sumian,

CianLesToN, # O, Marobh 22.—Tho work of
putting Fort Sumter in Oghting trim will bogin
toanorrow. Hig guos will be mounted. Prop-

erty on Bulllvan's laland (s being condem
of dove m.'@
'::n m'ﬁ uﬂu"-':-ﬁ"mm

INSURGENTS FIGHT HARD.

THERY GITVE THOR APANTARDR BAT-
TLW NEAR HAVANA.

Sl pu—
More B te in & Clara Pr
Bpnin Tnferms the A " G ]

That 11 Must Pay Iz Own Hills—Ne Onn
Muows Where the Monoy Will Coms Frem.

Havaxa, March 22, via Koy West.—The in-
surgents are displaying great acvity near Ha-
vana, Col. Dédvalos, who {s now In command of
the late Gon. Arsnguren’s forces, has proved to
be a worthy successor of that dashing Cuban
leader. Just now a report has asrived (and it Is
confirmed offisjally by the Spsnish) of & very
hot engagemont near Viajacas and FPalos, a fow
miles from thix olty, botwesen the battallon of
Galpunscoa, lad by Col. Tart, In combination with
four Boanith gnerrilla detashments, and a
strong body of insurgents under Ddwvalos, Ao
cording to the Spanish ofMelal roport, the insnr-
gont foroes, bealdos the band of DAvalos, com-
prinsd those of Machado and Camejo and num-
bered all tald 800 men, all eavalry, who oocupled
strong positlons

Of course, the Spanish ¢lalm a victory. Thelr
roport says that aftera lively contest the Cubans
abandonod their positions, and Col, Tort, follow-
Ing them, dafoated them agaln some miles from
the place where the first engagomont ooonrred.
But as the battle was fought so near Havana
the Cubanas recelved nows concerning It at tho
samo timo that the Bpaniah ofMolal report came
to hand, and they aay that it was one of the
modt brilllane victories of their army In this
provinoe,

The mere faot, neknowlodged by all, that an
Important engagemeont has beon fonght today
In Havana provinee is enough to prove that Gen.
Blanoco's reported progroas toward pacification
here ia an false ns the famons reports of Worlgy
to the samo effect.

In Santa Clara provines the war is also belng
vigorously pushed., It is reported to-day of-
ficially that theo battalions of Rey and Albuera
had important engagoments in the Jibaro,
Banocti 8piritus dletrict, with Cuban foroes. It
10 sald by the Spaniards that these battalions on
lan@ and the gunboat Satellite by son mades a
combined attack ona Cuban camp near Tava-
hosa, dislodging the insurgenta and selzing doou.
menta belongfog to the Cuban dotachment of
Rerafln Hanch The rorrespondent is unable
to ascertain if these engagements ara those de-
soribed in an offloial report from Gen. (iomes,
just received here, In which he saya that his
forces caplured fram the battalions of Rey and
Albuera n valuahble convoy of provisions and
war material

While all the news of tho war is Interesting
to-day, perhaps the most important, owing to
its signifcanec, is the order just received from
Madrid by the Colonial Cabluet that aftor May
1 the Autonomist Government of the {sland will
bave to ralse the monoy to pay all the govern-
meptal expenses of Cuba, Up to this time
Spaln has provided for some, if not all, of tho
nocessities of tho local Government, as the
Celonial Cabinet eame Into power without a
eant In Its tressury, and the country waa totally
rulned and not under the control of the Spaninh
troopa. Tint Spain now has no more money to
give to the Autonomists, Her own burdens are
aufficient to ruin ber,

How can the Coloninl Cabinet levy taxesin
the present condition of the (aland ! This prob-
lem now confronts the Aulouomists, and even
if, bafore May 1, the war |s not ended by the
trivmuph of

op -the loterventien of
tho United Biantes, the utter failure of autons

omy will then be clsarly secn.

Hut stlll the central Govarnment will continne
to hold for the payment of the crushing load of
debt the paltry revenue of the custom houses,
which are now the only souroes of income. The
Colonjal Cabinet will have to levy laxes upon
the country occupled by the insurgents, and in-
creass the taxes in the already rulhed cities and
towns.

SPAIN AND THE MNAINE WRECK.

Haganin Wil Wa In Ne Hurry te Anawer a
Pemnand for an Indemnily.

Havaxa, March 22.—On account of the somi-
officlal declarntion made hore to-day that if the
United States de an ind ity from
Spain for the disaster wo the Maine, Spain will
not answer the American note until recelving
the report ot Befior Peral, Judge Advocate of
the Epanish Board of lnquiry, your correspond-
ent called to-day on that Spanish naval officer
to inqgulre when his report will be ready.

Sefior Peral sald that thaugh he is working
bhard bo cannot tell preciscly when his report
will be ready. Ile refused to say whelher he
had already communicated any of his views as
to the aocldent to Madrid,

The Spanish autherities bere believe that the
repart of Befior Peral will be ready on Wednos-
day.

There is great anxiety in Madrid, nocording
to n dospatch received to-day by La Lucha
over the report of the American Board of
Inquiry, Pressure is made on the Government
by tho radicel parties and the Conservatives to
congider any demand for an indemnity as an
Insult to Svalu’s houor,

Gen, Weyler has deflullely withdrawn his
candidacy ap Doputy Lo the Cortes from Ha-
vana, Hesays that under the present clreum-
stances the Insultlog attitude of the United
States towerd Hpaln proventa him [rom par-
tielpating In political contosts, sand he dealres
anly that the day may soon come when he way
sgain serve his country on the fleld of battla,

It Is probable that the work of thedivers at
the Malne wreck will be suspended on acooung
of the death of Mr. Willisms from yellow faver,
The waters are tolsoned by Lhe bodles, dbout
100 in number, which ptill remain in the hull of
tho batileship, and It {s feared that jo agitate
the waters more will cause the outburst of an
epidemic of yellow and putrid fovers,

The divers are deeply concerned over Lthe dans
gers {mposed by further Investigation.

Touis Bergeson of Norway died yesterday
from fover on board the tugboat Chief. His body
was placed in a motallle coffln to be sent to-mor-
row to Koy West.

La Digeusion praises to-day the charitable
work of Mr. Klopsch and says that the Amerl-
ean Rod Cross Society ls contributing $2,000
dnily for the rallef of 300,000 starving persons,
who would surely dle without this nsaistance,

The same newspaper publishes an ofeinl de-
nial from the Governor of Havans, Behor Bru-
gon, of & statoment mado In the New York
Herald, that Sefor Hruzon proposed to Gen,
Blanco the expulalon of the American corres
spondents from Havana,

La Lwcha prints to-day s savage sttack on
the Autonomist party, which s very elguificunt
at the present time, La Lucha ssys that the
Autonomisis in power are not worthy of thelr
own programma, and that, Inapired by fright of
what may be cbarged against them by the
ultrs Conservatives, they are appointing as can-
didates for Deputles to the Carles parsons re-
siding In Madrid and without any interests in
tho (aland,

Up to this evening the tost of the Aosting
dock has not been a great sucoess, The crulser
Alfonso X1I, has mot been lified yol, and there
{8 soms trouble with the dock,

The Marblehrad ut Key Wesl,

KEY West, Fla., March 22.—The crulsor Mar-
biohead arrived from Tawps to-night, bringing,
it Is sald, the Janst of the ammunition that wes
shipped overland to Tampa for the fleel.

The Sow YVerk Noy Likely te Coma Norih.

Key Wrar, March 22.—1t Is said tonight, on
suthority, 1o be highly improbable that the flag-
sbip New York will bo detached from thd squad-

son here snd sént Norih

 American warship Maine, which [t Is withhold-

APAIN IS ANXIOUA

A Feeling nt Madrit That fmportan) Bavelop
monta Ars fmponding.

Apecial Cable Deapateh to Tax Bru.

Mappn, Mareh 20.—Thaere ls an ominous retd-
cenod In offfalal oirolea here which Indlcates the
gravity of the situstion, There Is an unsasy
fesllnr that Important developmenis are im-
pending; indeed, that they are momentarily ex-
peoted,

The Governmont, as already cabled to Tam
Buw, has decided thai the censorship of press
despatoches ahall be much stricter honcelorth,
and an order has been issusd forbldding the
transmission over lelegraph lines of any In
formation whatsver concerning the movemaenta
of the Bpanish fleet,

SA4AYS SBAGASTA BLUNDERED.

Bur Bivers Should Not Hars Besn Permitiod tn
the Malwe Witheut Spaninrdd,
Epeclal Cabls Desatoh to Tae Sex.

Mapnip, March 22.—The Heraldo charges
that the Government made a grave error in
allowing American divers Lo examine the wrack
of the Maino without baing scpompanied by
Spanish divers,

The paper relterates ita statemont that the
Amerioan divers used dynamite to bolster nup
tho theory that tho warship was destroyed by
an exterior explosion.

SPANISH REPORT ON THE MNAINE

I} Won't e Made Public Till Spain Hoosives
GOur Bonrd's Report.
Spestal Cable Deapateh to Tux Sux.
Manmip, March 29.—~The 8panish Government
has recelved Ita report on the' blowing up of the

ing until the report of the United States Board
of Inguiry Is received. The Spanish report may
then be issued in an amended form.

COULD ENGLAND MEDIATEY

She Might Offer Her Priondly Offioss on the |
Masia of Indepondance for Cuba.
Special Cab'e Despateh to Tre Sux,
Loxpox, March 22—The Daily News will to-
morrow editorially propound s question ss to
whethor there in sny possibility that, in the
pregont eritical stage of the relations between
the United States and Spain, a disinterested
offer of mediation by Great Hritaln on the basls
of granting Indepeandence to Cuba would help
toward an understanding.

PURHING WAR BUSINESS HERE.

Cablol Belwenn the Forts and a Telephone to
the Menk—tGuns for Pugat Seound.

Ropresentatives of four wire-moking com-
panles met Capt, James Allen of the Signal
Corpn at Governor’s Island yestérday and were
invited to tender bids for cables to be laid to
connect the fortificatlons In this barbor. The
bldes will be opened on Thursday. Other things
equal, preflerence will be given to the bidder who
ean do the work quickest. There Is to be &
three-conductor twelve-mile eable between Fort
Wudsworth und Fort Hancock at Sandy Hook,
and gix-ponduetor cables from Fort Wadsworth
to Fort Hamilton, and from Fort Schnyler to
Fort Sloonm, Willets Polnt. There Is to bo &
t !-phoua iine from lhﬂ Amr !ullilu to Fort
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WAR ACTIVITY IN BRIDGEFORT,

Factorics Busy Preparing Materinl for Varions
Minds of Work,

Bupaerort, Conn., March 22.—The Union
Motallle Cartridge Company s making exten.
alve tosls of submarinomipes in Pembroke Lake.
Tho exploslves are placed in the shells, which
hold an equal welght of lead. The mines are
sunk to a certain depth and arg kept there finat-
ing by evercoming the pressure of the water
with alr which s contained in them. The pur
pose of the tests Is sald to be to ascertaln the
relative quantities of air and explosivea which
mny bo used. The company Is working night
and day and will ship a carlond of cartridges
this afternoon.

The American Ondnance Company Is also
pushing {ts ordera with the greatest despatch

posaible, It will ship several rmmlach Dul:m
guns this wee o0moan blr ived
arders mlu the Government for arge num-
ber nfo r ves. 5 ]
he nwm ‘ompany hos o large
%J rpodrm nre u’lhd for thelr mtlnu-
nnc ng capacity, whon they are {nr
tanl.ln that reapect t m }u
the com nx ‘s trating nuum a!
whete t are tried, be g' nlu-
to otn , 8 uumruy udghlnl L
for the londed war nnmmm
lnmncu:n nrrived in Io\'rn yesterday to Inspect
all the work being done,

DEFENCES OF NEW ORLEANS,

Guns for the Foris Helow the Olty Belng Pat
i Posltion—Terpedo Plans.

New Onreans, La, March 28.—Major Quinn,
United States army englneer in churge of this
digtriot, has roturned from o trip to tho forts
below the aity, e says that the lino of the de-
fence lald down by the Hoearotary of Warls
being striotly and rapidly followed, Two 8inch
guns which were sent te Fort BL Philip have

?:I{l‘.h tﬂ!'l“d' oy wlll In put in il..[on

ou clny.

rt Jackso ny‘_ mirez.m'mk. An
n‘” nnmbot ol art erymeon f oh fort

w i furnish ? L. Twulun clmm tt.
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and o otlona w m
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Nwokelrss Fowdor for Beston Feria

Bowsron, March 22.~Ten thousand pounds of
smokeloss powider wis distributed today to the
garrisons at Long laland Head and Grover's
QJif, relnforaing the Inrge quantty distributed
last wock. Al @ o'cloek this morning a
schooner, which has been lylne at Mysile

Wharf since her arvival from the Dipont
powder works In D!lnr are, bognn unloading her
oarge, conalsting of llwqunulll nf llm oK

loaive, on o lighter, {nnon Wiathrop and
Lm' Teland had recelved

Trinl Yrip .rll. 'I‘N'poio Muat Madgers.

Noprork, Ve,, March 29.—-The torpado boat
Ruodgers 1aft tho navy yard at © o'clock this
morning with Commander Emery and the trial
board on board, Hha will be accopted by the
Glovernment If the speed of 94l knots was
made. Commodore Fa bar says poaitively,
however, that nothing w T be given out asto
b test until after the trinl board roporie to the
imrot ry. HBne remaiped oulalde the oapes
op: oatr minutes, returning to tho yard at i

Buying Cavalry HMerses.
Kaxsas Qiry, March 22.—The United States
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Consula and Conwular agenis confirm the
tensity of tho suffering of the destitute
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the atarving people In
opansd here undar the direstion of Mr.
It will bo In o large ballding on
.unhumwmm

personn,  All officors of the
here have recelved orders today to leave
Heoy Wesl to-morrow on the steamer Oll vette,
Tho body of Willlams has been buried In the
Colon Cemetery, Havans,
Two more six-inch cannon from the* Malne
ware recovered to-day,

ARTILLERY FOR TOBRTUGAS

fecrotary Alger Yields a Rittla te the Navy
Department’s Reques(.

WasiinaToN, March 22.—The War Departe

onirance (o the Gulf of Moxico in accordance
with the wishss of the naval administration,
but HSecretary Alger cousented to-day to estabs
lish & military station on the jaland. This
action wasdecided on after the navy officials had

yestorday, Sacretary Long and Asslstant Secre
tary Hoosovelt belleve that extensive fortifle
cations to defend the projected naval station
are absolutely neceasary to the highest value of
tho place as a polng of military vantage. To-
day the-War Dopartment was urged todo the
least which coula be asked under the elroums
otanchs, . This was to redstablish the militarf
‘garrisdn at Tortugns.

Major Joseph P, Sanger, Inspector-General of
the army, Is strongly opposed to the pollcy of
the War Department offioials generally, which
Is unfavorable o the proposition to construch
defonces on the fsland. e bas only recently
expressed his views on the subject, and his
superior knowled.p of the Dry Tortugss, ilo
conditiogs and surroundings, bas
ithom to serious consideration of
Alger, Only two Inspections of the Dry Tortoges -
hnave been made since the ald Fort Jefferson was
abandonod in 1874, and both of thess were made
by Major Banger. He Indorses emphatically
the vicws of the Navy Department in regard to
the atrategie valuo of Tortugas, and cites the
former policy of the War Department, which
maintalned these fortifications, manned by more
than 400 guns, ns an evidenos of the Imporiance
which was once sitachod to the place by suoe
ceaslve sdminlstrations of the nrmy.

The Navy Department ofMicials have not yeb
given up bope that the War Department will
consent to fortify Tortugas In view of the lm-
miinence of & war {n Sauthern waters, whore the
American fleet wonld certainly be more or less
dependent on the location as s base of supplies,
The garrison to be asslened Lo the Tortugas
will probably conglst of & company of artillery,
but which compuny this will be has not been
decided on. The War Department has not yob
indicated whether or not any modern coast de=
fence ordnanoe will be used op the Tortugas im.
connection with the establishment of nn-ﬂ.‘l-
lery company there,

It has been decidod to remove to the Water
vilet Arsenal nt Wost Toy, N. Y., s number of/
const defence guns now Iying at the Bandy Hoolt
proving grounds, Theso guns, about eighty ia
numbaer, are useless at present for the ressom
tbat no emplacements at any of the sites of pro-
posed fortifications have yet been prepared to
receive them. They ara exposed to the elements
at Bandy Hool, and thelr transportation to the
Watervliot Arsenal will be a measurs of preser-
vation.

Bide ware opened in the Bureau of Ordnance
of the War Department to-day for about BOO,000
pounds of brown prismatio powder for use n
coust defence guns, There were only two bid.
dors. These were the Dupont Company of
Wilmington, Del, and the Peyton Company
of California. The bids of both were thirty-twe
oonts aud a fraction per pound, with provises
that deliveries would be wmade st the rate of
206,000 pounds n woeek, threq woeks after n com
travt should be executed, Tho bide were so
penrly ldentioal that it ia probable tho contrach
will be divided between the two pompaples,

NIXTH ABRTILLERY'S BYATIONS,

Orders DigiFibwting the Battorien of ths Now
Hemimrnt.

WasiiNarox, March 22,—A change In the
orders to the Hixth Artillery, one of the regle
ments just organized, Las been made by the
War Departiient, 80 88 to distribote
the batteries ot several statlons Instesd
of keeplng the entire regiment at one
place, The now ordors provide for this

distribution: At Fort Molleury, Md Wile

liston, reilmental hoadquarters, one ﬁsﬁw

two batterion;at Washington ‘rrad n.lmn

and two fool betteries; st Fort g!;m.hm
o8,

L3 ool biattar) ni llr
tho’:,ro?n M:?ur and two I':&L

TUE NEW ﬂra‘m BOAT,

Mought frem Yarvow Moy Lees Than B55,000,
and Naw an the Way Here.

wasiisorox, March 22,~The tiny torpedo
boat which tho Glovernmont has purchased in
England was bought from Yarrow, Hhe hass
displacament of only 43 tans, is 00 feat long,
and mokes 20 konuts an hour,

The price pald was loss than §25,000, which
Included armament and cost of delivery of the

Governmuent bas Increasod ita orders for eavalry
horses. Tufus E. Eddy of Cameron, Mo., Ia here
buying sll Lho horses aultable for eaviiry or are
ul or;- urpones 1 m.tn oap find, Te rojresriie
15' Guyion & Co. of Bl Lmiu. wao houl
ma.l. of the Governwent's Weslorn coutracis

for theso purchinsus,

145 West

Werith Secing. |
‘s naw Loan OMce and nalfe Dopoalt Vel
S oh, Bear Byvmdivay -ditv

veasnl In New York, whence sho |s now en muu
o0 s mall steamer, Naval ofticinis say thal the
baat cannut ko 10 sea, hut will be very v uub
for hartor ditence, mhe carries one Lor a
tube wnd pwa ptiniler r-sm‘ Ilvlnu I,
Byers Patrod is an Anu-rlhrr.
T atrups of the New Yurk Ceukral's .|n|
rll::xl:lm'u are ey l‘tln-«'l ul ellilug theie hu
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